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KOREA : LIBERATION ANNIVERSARY; LEGALISM; VANNLBALISM~~ 

With the  advent of the  15 August anniversary of Korea's l i be ra t ion  by the  
Soviet  Army, Moscow t u r m  its a t ten t ion  , s l i g h t l y  away from the l e g a l i s t i c  
argument es tabl ishing the f a c t  of American aggression i n  Korea and from the  
emotionally -charged asser  t ion t h a t  h e r  i can forces  barber i ca l ly  mistreat  
the  Korean,people. 

' 

commentaries but  i n  a l l  of  them the  war f o r  l i be ra t ion  and uni f ica t ion  and 
the  l i be ra t ion  anniversary a r e  correlated.  

The anniversary is widely exploited i n  a number of 

There is f ac tua l  a t t en t ion  t o  the debates a t  the U.N. and Delegate Malik's 
addresses a r e  reported in  B 'i%:ES t r a n s m i s s i a  The Indian proposal t h a t  a 
slx-man commlttee examlne the  s i t ua t ion  is reported,  but  Warren Austin 's  
character izat ion of the North Korean Government as  a "zombie" regime appears 
t o  be ignored. 

Attention t o  American mobilization continues t o  be only moderate i n  volume; 
it follows the  famll iar  l i n e  i n  avoiding speculation on American s t rength  
and i n  highlighting the  p ro f i t s  of munitions makers and the  burdensome 
taxes by which the  worker is being forced t o  pay fo r  t he  aggressive war 
against  the  Korean people. There a r e  pe r s i s t en t  but non-specific h in ts  of 
America's des i r e  t o  expand the  war i n  Asia as p a r t  of I t a  aggressive am- 
b i t ions  and t o  compensate fo r  losses  i n  Korea. 

The claim t h a t  the  peoples of the. world oppose American aggression continues 
t o  be heavily exploited. 

a.  The Anniversary of Liberation: With marked enthusiasm Soviet  comment- 
a r i e s  recount the  glorious achievements of the Soviet-guided Korean people 
since!,$heir 1945 l i be ra t ion  by the  glorious Red Amy. 
a l l  Moscow papers observe the anniversary, report  a l i t e r a r y  meeting a t  
which the  grea t  day was commemorated, and quote Pyonigang's anniversary 
slogans. 
other d igni ta r ies  i n  the  Soviet o rb i t .  
of propagandistic exploi ta t ion of t he  allegedly vas t  difference between 
conditions i n  the American-occupled South and the Soviet-assis ted North. 

A Leontiev commentary, one of the  most widely-circulated, contrasts  the 
"remarkable progress" of the  North aided by the USSR with South Korea's 
conversion i n t o  "a U.S. colony and ml l i ta ry  springboard i n  the  Far E a s t . "  
More spec i f i c  comparisons a r e  found i n  a r t i c l e s  by Kim Do Bong and 
L t .  Gen. Kim Buk which include concrete contrasts ,  e.g. between hospi ta l s  
i n  the North and South. 
standards of l i v i n g  and t o  the morale of the  people i n  the two areas .  

Broadcasts note t h a t  

There is the usual exchange of messages between Kim I1 Sung and 
And there  is a noticeable rev iva l  

There is repeated reference t o  the  contrast ing 
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b. America's Aggressive War: Following up the IZVESTIA ed i to r i a l  s o  
widely distributed l a s t  week, which i n  turn followed Delegate Malik's 
address i n  suppart of the same argument, Moscow broadcasts a r t i o l e s  and 
commentaries by a variety of Soviet periodicals and au thor i t ies  i n  which 
the l e g a l i s t i c  definition of aggression is applied t o  the American action 
i n  Korea, These authorit ies c i t e  international protocols and conventions 
and h i s to r i ca l  precedent t o  establish the i r re fu tab le  f a c t  t h a t  America is 
gui l ty  of aggression against the Korean people, who have a r igh t  t o  engage 
i n  a o i v i l  war without outside interference. Monitored commentariee do not 
elaborate on the claim tha t  events i n  Karea consti tute a c i v i l  war, nor do 
they invoke Malikts claim tha t  North Korean forces a r e  using equipment 
purohaeed from the  USSR i n  1948. 

Th'ese a r t i c l e s  customarily include one or more references t o  S ta t e  Depart- 
ment "ignorance of international law" concerning the definit ion of aggres- 
sion. And they frequently berate the U.S. for attempting t o  convert the  
United, Nations in to  a rubber stamp of aggression. 

Incidentally, Soviet S a t e l l i t e  radios in  Europe and Asia do not appear t o  
belabar t h i s  argument with the same enthusiasm displayed by Moscow. 

c. 
Communists do not generally portray the war i n  terms of white Americans 

A War Between Races: A s  has been noted before, Soviet and Asian 

f igh t ing  yellow Koreans. 
of propaganda. 
the U.S. "adventure" i n  Korea is  'a present-day instance of the "white man's 
burden" theory of the 19th century. 
People's Committee a s  maintaining t h a t  Koreans do not want t o  be forced t o  
endure the  type of mistreatment received by "colared people" i n  America and 
are'oLpsequently r e s i s t i ng  the Americans. IUm Buk a l s o  declares tha t  the 
war i s - r ea l ly  between Americans and Koreans since the South Korean forces 
have been wiped out. And there a r e  occasional attempts t o  identify the  
U.S. with Japan's colonial oppression of other nations. 

But there a re  occasional hints a t  t h i s  r a c i s t  type 
A LITERARY GAZETTE a r t i c l e  approaches it by implying t h a t  

A Pyongyang br.adcast quotes the 

The war-between-rhces theme receives only paseing mention, however, and 
there is no exploitation of the  American w e  of the term "gook" i n  
references t o  Koreans nor is there any attempt t o  claim tha t  American 
of f icers  and troops have be t t e r  quarters and equipment than Koreans. 
Ear l ie r  American crit icism of the fighting qua l i t i es  of South Koreans was 
noted, but without comment, and is  not referred t o  now. 

Propagandistic v i l i f i ca t ion  of the American forces continues t o  be a 
prominent theme. In the first days of the  conf l ic t  Moscow and Pyongyang 
dwelt on the  alleged American desire t o  enslave Korea. 
present but takes second place t o  the claim t h a t  Americans r e so r t  t o  
barbarit ies,  a t roc i t i e s ,  and cannibalistic a c t s  toward Koreans. 
troops and Embassy o f f i c i a l s  a r e  charged with torturing, slaughtering, and 
massacring Koreane by barbaric methods and the  charge is kept a l i v e  by 
protests from Korean and Chinese sources directed t o  U.N. au thor i t ies .  

This theme is a t i l l  

U.S. 
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Soviet  broadcasters a l s o  make much of the  charge t h a t  American. imper ia l i s t s  
eeek cannonfodder--ar "human bullets"--in other oountriee. They a r e  
aocueed of seeking t o  impose immense suf fer ing  on the people of other 
nations,  and immense taxes on the  Amerioan people, i n  furtherance of 
t h e i r  des i re  f o r  war -increased prof i ts .  
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